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Environmental incidents
Risk description Response/mitigation Risk appetite Link to strategy
Inherent to our industry is the risk of 
environmental incidents such as overflow/
collapse of tailing dams, cyanide spills and 
dust emissions, among others, any of which 
could have a high potential impact on our 
people, communities and business.

Our environmental management system ensures 
effective compliance with Mexican regulations, 
ensures transparency and supports initiatives that 
reduce our environmental footprint. The Group was 
recognised with the GEI2 national award for the 
disclosure and auditing of its greenhouse gas 
inventory. Additionally, we disclosed our 
performance in the water and climate change 
programmes of the Carbon Disclosure Project. See 
Environment pages 74 to 79 for more results on our 
environmental strategy and indicators. 

At the beginning of December 2015, a minor 
incident occurred due to the rupture of a pipeline 
while non-toxic solution was being pumped from 
the beneficiation plant to the tailings dam of 
Saucito. Authorities concluded that the situation 
was of limited scale, and as a result operations 
were not suspended. The affected area was 
completely cleaned and remediated. In May 2015, 
Herradura experienced a partial collapse of a small 
section of the embankment of a pond containing 
pregnant (gold bearing) solution. This failure was 
quickly detected and contained with a dyke, and 
extra pumps were set up to speed up the transfer 
of the solution to the contingency pond. The 
incident was reported to PROFEPA and 
environmental monitoring since the incident shows 
no negative environmental effects.

All our mining units are certified under ISO 14001 
and have Clean Industry certification except for 
Saucito, which advanced in the process of 
obtaining both (to 90%) and is expected to 
conclude in 2016.

The Herradura mine is certified in the International 
Cyanide Management Code while at Ciénega the 
process is on hold, set to resume once expansion at 
the processing plant is complete. Noche Buena 
launched its certification process in December 
2015; this is expected to be concluded in 2016.

We rigorously adhere to the requirements 
established by each project’s environmental permit 
(Environmental Impact Manifest). We also 
continue to support contractors in their efforts to 
integrate environmental management systems.

See Environment pages 74–79 for more 
on our environment strategy.

Low  > Sustainable 
development 
 
 
 
 

Risk rating (relative position)
2015: Low (11) 
2014: Low (11)

Key risk indicators
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units (BUs) with ISO 
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 > Number of 
environmental 
permits for all 
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projects (according to 
schedule)
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Description of risk change
Our environmental 
management system, 
environmental expenditures, 
and training of personnel are 
key factors which reduce the 
risk of major preventable 
incidents.


